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Food Item Catalogue
“ The first step of Risk Assessment in Dubai ”

Hamad Falamarzi
Jebel Ali port in charge 

Food Trade Unit, Food Control Section,

Dubai Municipality.
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Introduction
Dubai is one of the major international centers for Import & 

Re-export of foodstuff.
The large quantity of food products requires  establishing 

innovative systems to conduct inspection promptly and 
efficiently.

The current system does not have proper classification of 
food items.

The food sampling system program is based on categories 
only (which leads to ignoring sampling many food items).
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ObjectiveObjective
Classifying and Pre-registering of all food 

products imported and manufactured in Dubai 
to enhance all procedures related to food 
inspection and testing.

This objective will help in introducing risk-based 
food sampling  
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CLASSIFICATION OF FOODSCLASSIFICATION OF FOODS
• Based on international guidelines
• Using the  scientific classification of food 

families.
• Considering the similarity of ingredients 

used in the products
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• Barcode.
• Classification (group, category, subcategory, 

food item).
• Country of origin.
• Package type.
• Weight or volume.
• Trade name.
• Food additives (if any).
• Risk factors.
• Processes.
• Flavors
• etc.... 
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Basic information for food items includes:Basic information for food items includes:
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Classification Of FoodsClassification Of Foods
Based on the following:            

Group.     
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Foods are divided into 18 main groups. 
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The groups are divided into categories



2nd Dubai International

20 – 22 February 2007

The categories are further divided into 
subcategories
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The subcategories are then divided into The subcategories are then divided into 
food itemsfood items
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Food classification and description 

Following is an example of how the item is entered and classified by 
linking it to: the group, category, & subcategory.
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A list of all possible food processes
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Flavor List
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The Food Catalogue includes all food 
additives to choose from
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 The trade name is taken from the 
following table:
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 The weight or volume table:
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The country of origin table:
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Risk Factor for the products   
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Benefits of the System

• Easy follow – up of the food item in terms of its 
source, vendor, etc.

• Facilitating the process of releasing the food 
consignments and issuing the health 
certificates, food destruction certificates, food 
labels, etc.. (despite their huge number).

• obtaining detailed statistics on the various levels
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Other benefits
• Unifying the procedures of the food control 

authorities in the United Arab Emirates
• Organizing the sampling of imported and 

locally produced foods (avoiding taking 
unnecessary samples).

• Linking the program with the Food 
Laboratory
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• Enabling the traders to use a single centralized 
electronic system 

•• The possibility for using the system on the local     The possibility for using the system on the local     
or regional level.or regional level.

Other benefitsOther benefits
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The future of the system The future of the system 

• The implementation of the registration 
system started in 2005. About 27,000 food 
items are registered to date. This figure is 
expected to reach 35,000 by the end of 
2007.
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