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‘Listeria monocytogenes risk assessment”
(FAO/WHO)
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MRA for Listeria monocytogenes



Listeria monocytogenes
Background information
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Positive for L. monocytogenes

Product Total Number %

Soft cheeses (white) 2931 5 0.17
Blue cheese 1623 23 1.42
Other soft cheeses 1347 14 1.04
Packed salads 2 966 22 0.74
Meat, luncheon 9199 82 0.89
Deli salads 8 549 202 2.36
Fish salads 2 446 115 4.70
Smoked fish 2 644 114 4.31

Total 31 705 577 182

Gombas et al. 2003. JFP,. 66 559-569
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Growth limits

for L.m. Minimum Optimum Maximum
Temperature °C -0.4 37 45

pH 4.4 7.0 9.4
Water activity 0.92 - -
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Mean cases of Mean cases of
Food listeriosis per 10 listeriosis per million
million people per year servings
Milk 9.1 0.005
Ice-cream 0.012 0.000014
Fermented meat 0.00055 0.0000021
Smoked fish 1.6 0.053
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