
 في دولة الامارات العربية المتحدة      المصدرة والمستوردة الرقابة على الأغذية      

The Export & Import Food Control in the United Arab Emirates



All imported foods are subjected to 3 

procedures:
studying the attached health certificates and 

documents
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physical inspection and ensuring the fulfillment 
of the food label requirements 

Drawing food samples to perform laboratory testing 



Studying the consignment details :
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Bill of entry or Airway bill  
Packing list.
Health Certificate.
Halal Certificate.



The export & Import Food Control in United Arab Emirates



The export & Import Food Control in United Arab Emirates



The export & Import Food Control in United Arab Emirates



The export & Import Food Control in United Arab Emirates



The Halal Certificate must be contain the 
following information 
for meat and meat products:
1.1. Serial numberSerial number

2.2. IIssuingssuing datedate

3.3. TThe Islamic associationhe Islamic association name and name and 
addressaddress

4.4. CCountryountry of originof origin

5.5. AbattoAbattoiirr’’ss name and addressname and address

6.6. DDescriptionescription of consignment itemsof consignment items

7.7. BBrand name rand name 

8.8. PPackageackage type type 

9.9. NNoo.. of packages of packages 

10.10. Total weightTotal weight

1111-- Port of loadingPort of loading

1212-- Slaughtering dateSlaughtering date

1313-- Production dateProduction date

1414-- Expiry dateExpiry date

1515-- Producing company & plantProducing company & plant

1616-- ImporterImporter

1717-- ExporterExporter

1818-- RemarksRemarks

1919-- Slaughtering supervisionSlaughtering supervision

2020-- Name and signature authorized Name and signature authorized 
representative representative 

2121-- Seal of AssociationSeal of Association
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Logo must show in Logo must show in 
each for meat and each for meat and 

meat products meat products 
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Re-export & other Health Certificates

The physical inspection is performed as follows:
 

-         The container should conform with the requirements and 
standards

-         Temperature of the container should be according to the set 
standards.

-         Samples are drawn to perform physical inspections such as:
  ·        Color
·        Odor  
·        Taste
·        Texture
·        Appearance of the package
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Drawing Food sampling  

Risk factors to be considered:

Consumption rate

Microbial, chemical, & physical hazards

Effect on vulnerable group 

Source

Testing History

Samples should be taken from new items
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Labeling

Labeling on each item must:Labeling on each item must:
Be difficult to remove or alter.
Be clear and easy to read.
Specify the source of animal fat, meat, enzymes, 

gelatin or any other animal product if the product contain
any of them.
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Labeling

The label must not:The label must not:
Be false, misleading or deceiving.
Suggest that it is another foodstuff.
Show covered, altered or obliterated data.
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Labeling
The label must show the following:The label must show the following:

The brand name.
The name of the foodstuff (product name).
The ingredients in descending order according to volume or 

weight.
The Net contents (weight or volume).
The country of origin.
Production and expiry dates.
The names or E No. of all additives (if any).
The conditions of storage (if applicable).

Alcohol is not permitted in any foodstuff.Alcohol is not permitted in any foodstuff.
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Dating of foodstuff

Dating in food must show:Dating in food must show:
Each item of food must show a production and expiry date.
Dates must not be hand – written or on stickers.
Dates must not be easily removable.
The day, month and year of production and expiry must be 

shown or   month and year of production and expiry The date 
must be mechanically printed, embossed or ink jetted.

Foods must not be double dated.
Dates on stickers are not permittedDates on stickers are not permitted
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Rejection avoidanceTo avoid consignment rejection, the following should be To avoid consignment rejection, the following should be 

ensured:ensured:

The correct shelf life for the product is applied according to the 

shelf life standard.

The label complies with the requirements laid down in the 

relevant legislation.

The product does not contain un-permitted ingredients or 

additives.

The manufacturer is aware of the microbiological and chemical 

standards for the relevant foodstuffs.
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Inspection & Clearance Procedures
Before importing any foodstuff make sure of the following:Before importing any foodstuff make sure of the following:

Refer to the Food Control Section at Dubai Municipality for approvals.

Send samples to the laboratory to ensure compliance with the specifications 

of the UAE and its fitness for human consumption.

Ensure that certificates have been issued from a governmental entity in the 

country of origin.

Ensure that the Islamic society issuing the “ Halal “ certificate is

approved by UAE Authorities.
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Action for rejected food
Action for rejected food (unfit)Action for rejected food (unfit)
Consignments of food found unfit for human consumption will be 
rejected. The foodstuff must either be re-exported to the country 
of origin or destroyed under the supervision of the Food Control
Section – DM.

Action for rejected food (nonAction for rejected food (non--complying)complying)
Consignments of food not complying with labeling, shelf life or 
compositional standards (but not considered unfit for human 
consumption) will be rejected for importation into Dubai.
The foodstuff must be re-exported to the country of origin, re-
exported to a third country (non-GCC) or destroyed under the 
supervision of the Food Control Section – DM.

The export & Import Food Control in United Arab Emirates



Re-export & other Health Certificates

Export Health Certificate.Export Health Certificate.

Export Health Certificate to GCC.Export Health Certificate to GCC.

Radiation Radiation -- free Certificate.free Certificate.

Destruction Certificate.Destruction Certificate.

Import for ReImport for Re--export Procedure.export Procedure.
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Khalid Mohammed SharifKhalid Mohammed Sharif
Assistant Director of Public Health Department

& Head of Food Control Section

Food Control Section - Public Health Department
Dubai Municipality

www.dm.gov.
ae

Contact information:

PO Box: 67
Dubai – UAE

Tel: (+9714)  206 4201 / 4200

Fax: (+9714) 223 1905

Email: foodcontrol@dm.gov.ae , kmsharif@dm.gov.ae

Website: www.dm.gov.ae
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	Drawing Food sampling  

