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Vehicle inspection checklist
To check the safety aspects of a vehicle, inspectors should:

Turn on the vehicle’s windshield wipers and lights, including
headlights, high beams and directional signals.
Remove the wheel to examine the brake line.

Press the brake to review braking force distribution and
pedal reserve and make sure the brake light works properly.

Open the hood to check fluid level in the master cylinder.

Lift the vehicle to check for frayed cables, worn tires and
holes in the piping and muffler.

©0 00 ©

Checking a vehicle’s emissions
Inspectors should connect the vehicle data link to an
emissions analyzer.

Average time
The average inspection takes 15 to 25 minutes, according
to the N.C. Department of Motor Vehicles.

AAA suggestion

AAA suggests motorists get a copy of the inspection
results, in case inspectors have wrongly identified a
problem with the vehicle.

NOTE: This is a consolidation of the DMV’s checklist.
SOURCE: N.C. Department of Motor Vehicles, 2008-11
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